Spatial Planning and SEA from a Nordic Perspective

Outline for a one-day training course - IAIA 06

SECTION 1: Basic information

Organisers: Nordregio – Nordic Centre for Spatial Development in co-operation with the Norwegian Ministry of the Environment 

Contact information:

Nordregio, 

P.O. Box 1658, 

SE-111 86 Stockholm

Sweden 
Phone: +46 8 463 54 00 

Fax: +46 8 463 54 01 
E-mail: holmfridur.bjarnadottir@nordregio.se 

Web-site: www.nordregio.se
Main lecturer/course facilitator: Susan Brockett, Nordregio. 

Secondary lecturer: Tuija Hilding-Rydevik, Nordregio

Others involved: Holmfridur Bjarnadottir, Nordregio and more.

Course title: Spatial planning and SEA from a Nordic perspective 

Language: English 

Number of days: 1

Number of participants: Minimum 10 participants max 25

SECTION 2: Description of course

Purpose of the course:

The implementation of Strategic Environmental Assessment poses a major challenge for the Impact Assessment Community.  One of the assumed major challenges is the adaptation of SEA to the planning context. Another challenge in order to make SEA design, implementation and evaluation effective is to make explicit and critically examine the normative, theoretical and political assumptions and models concerning the functioning of SEA and its expected output and effect and make this in relation to planning research results and planning theories. The aim of the course is to give background knowledge on spatial planning and explore the potential for environmental integration and the linkages to SEA. This will firstly be done through presentation of preconditions for spatial planning, with examples from the Nordic countries. Secondly the assumptions concerning how planning works in practice or should work will be highlighted and discussed through presentation of the developments of the planning theory discourse. Thirdly the role of SEA in contributing to integration of environmental perspectives in spatial planning in the Nordic countries will be challenged and discussed. 

Learning objectives 

The learning objectives are to provide a starting point for understanding and critically examine the links between the context of spatial planning and SEA using the Nordic context as an example. The aim is to make the participants aware of the parallels between the planning and SEA discourse and to give insights into the complex world of spatial planning practice and to be better prepared for the role that SEA can play in different contexts. The course will provide a background on the definitions of spatial planning and the expectations and potentials included in the spatial planning framework. This includes a background on the principles of spatial planning, relations to other disciplines and recent trends in the spatial planning discussions. 

Active participation of the participants and utilisation of the experience and knowledge brought to the course will be encouraged, through workshop and discussions. 

Contents and format

The course will first explore strategic spatial planning in the Nordic countries, looking at current practice as well as normative models in planning theory (led by Susan Brockett). A presentation of the ways in which environmental integration is being pursued is presented (presented by Tuija Hilding-Rydevik).  There will be opportunity to discuss the challenges of possibilities of environmental integration, and the role of SEA based upon the participants’ experiences. The workshop concludes with an exploration of the paradoxes and challenges facing the creation of truly integrated planning and the role of SEA.

Main themes addressed: 

1. Theoretical and ideological developments in planning 

a. Context dependency

b. Contingency

c. Process management

2. Emerging issues and challenges

a. Governance, global aspects

b. Environmental concerns

c. Nordic perspectives

3. Overview of spatial planning – state of the art

a. Special emphasis on Nordic preconditions

4. Environmental Assessment in spatial planning

a. Existing experiences and challenges 

5. New perspectives 

Participation 

The course is essentially focused on participants with association or interest in planning in a Nordic context, but is open to all. The participants shall preferably have some basic knowledge of the two fields of spatial planning and environmental assessment, including both planning practitioners with interest in environmental assessment as well as environmental assessment experts with interest in the application in planning. 

Main target group: Practitioners that have some experience of applying environmental assessment to spatial planning, but would learn more about the spatial planning system and share of their experiences. 

Pre-conference communication  

The course will be offered as a part of the “Nordic-strand” at the conference, i.e. series of activities that are proposed with the view of attracting participants from the Nordic countries to the conference, providing platform for as well as highlighting and providing insights into Nordic experiences in the conference programme for other participants and strengthening co-operation between those interested in Nordic perspectives in Environmental Assessment. 

The coordination of the “Nordic Strand” is carried out by Nordregio, which is also represented in IAIA’06 organisational committee. 

Nordregio has its own web-site (www.iaia.org) where information regarding IAIA 06 and the course will be posted prior to the conference, as well as there is the possibility to post post-conference on the website after IAIA06. Furthermore, Nordregio runs the Nordregio Academy, that coordinates education and training activities at Nordregio in the form of conferences, seminars, short courses, workshops, study tours and travelling seminars, and the IAIA course will become a part of the Nordregio Academy portfolio. 

Individual contacts with course participants will be done by e-post. 

SECTION 3: Qualification of the presenters and/or the track record of the course

Credentials (see attached CVs for Susan Brockett and Tuija Hilding Rydevik)

References from Nordregio courses will be sent by fax on the 1st or 2nd of September. 

Previous course experience  

Susan Brockett (researcher, Nordregio) has designed and given courses, seminars and workshops on the same topic, which will be focused and tailored to fit the needs of the participants in IAIA ’06.   

Tuija Hilding-Rydevik (researcher, Nordregio) has designed and given courses on the topic of Impact Assessment and carried out extensive research in the field in a national, Nordic and European context. 

Qualifications and experiences
CV - Susan Brockett 







	Name:


	Susan Brockett (born 1949 in Madison, Wisconsin, USA)

	Contacts: 


	E-post: susan.brockett@nordregio.se

Tel: +46 8 463 54 17

Mobil: +47 90 99 88 96

Fax: +46 8 463 54 01

Postal address: Nordregio, Box 1658, SE-11186 Stockholm



	Organization:


	Nordregio - Nordic Centre for Spatial Development

	Position:


	Researcher

	Education:


	MSc (Urban and regional planning)

	Fields of specialization: 
	Urban and regional planning, participatory planning, process facilitation, planning education


Work experience: 

Director, Secretariat for Continuing Education in Planning, Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities, Oslo Norway 92-02

Senior planner, City of Bergen, Norway 87-92

Auxiliary faculty, University of Washington, Seattle USA 86-87 and 97-98

Research project, Inner city change, 85-86

Various community development projects in Oslo Inner city 75-85

Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional research 80-81

Project experience

Nordregios open course activities (Nordregio Academy, URSA, se http://www.nordregio.se/courses.htm)
Process- and course facilitator at e.g. Baltic Palette, the Swedish Road Adminstration, Bergen Municipality (Norway), Ministry of Health and Care Services (Norway) and Norway and the Norwegian Public Roads Administration. 
 

Selected publications

Brockett, S., and Dahlström, M. (eds.) (2004) Spatial Development Trends. Nordic Countries in a European Context, Nordregio Report 2004:6, Stockholm: Nordregio.

Brockett, S., and Dahlström, M.  (2004) Why another book? In Brockett, S., and Dahlström, M. (eds.) (2004) Spatial Development Trends. Nordic Countries in a European Context, Nordregio Report 2004:6, Stockholm: Nordregio.

Brockett, S., Böhme, K. and Dahlström, M (2004) Wild cards and trends, In Brockett, S., and Dahlström, M. (eds.) (2004) Spatial Development Trends. Nordic Countries in a European Context, Nordregio Report 2004:6, Stockholm: Nordregio.

CV – Tuija Hilding-Rydevik  







Name: Tuija Hilding-Rydevik (Hilding up to 1985). Borne: 1954-02-02 in Stockholm, Sweden.  

Academic titles (the Swedish term is indicated in brackets):  Bachelor of Arts (Fil kand), 1980  (Biology 100p, Mathematics 20 p, Finnish 20 p) (also 36 p in Chemistry and 8 p in Natural Resources), Stockholm University; Licentiate of Philosophy (Fil lic), 1988; Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)(Fil dr), 1990; Associate Professor (Docent), November 1997, all at the Div.(former Dep.) of Land and Water Resources, Royal Institute of Technology (KTH).

Current positions: Assistant Professor (Forskarassistent), 1990-1995 and Associate Professor (Oavlönad docent), from November 1997, both at  Div.(former Dep.) of Land and Water Resources, Royal Institute of Technology (KTH), Stockholm; Senior Research Fellow , Nordic Centre for Spatial Development (Nordregio), Stockholm, from Sept 1998.

Other assignments and board assignments :  Reviewing research applications, referee assignments. Examples of recent such engagements is the membership in the Swedish Government Council for research in the field of disposal of nuclear waste (KASAM) from autumn 2002, assigned by the Environmental Minister and previously the Director of the board of the global organisation IAIA (International Association for Impact Assessment), from June 2000 – June 2003. 

Main research areas and pedagogic experiences:

Since 1984 my main research focus has been in the field of environmental assessment and integration of environmental issues in different planning processes. I have been engaged in research, development, education, arrangement of conferences and  in Nordic, European as global networks in Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The issue of integration of environmental issues into land use planning has been a focus since the beginning of 1990 and during the last 5 years integration into regional development planning has come into focus also. My basic academic education is in the natural sciences but since 1984 I have gradually shifted into the field of social sciences and humanities. My role since 5 years back is mainly as the initiator and leader and co-ordinator of research projects – major as minor. My activities at Nordregio, where I am employed today, have a geographical focus towards the Nordic countries, EU and Eastern Europe. Since the late 1980ies I have personally been invited to give presentations at many national as international conferences and seminars in my field of research. I have been on the thesis final grade committee for licentiates, doctoral dissertations  and I am the head supervisor of PhD students.

Publications:

My publication list contains in total 60 items in the field of impact assessment and planning, integration of sustainable development and planning and integration of sustainable development in regional economic growth programming. 

CV – Hólmfrídur Bjarnadóttir 







	Name:
	Hólmfrídur Bjarnadóttir (born 1970 in Hanover, NH, USA)

	Contacts: 


	E-post: holmfridur.bjarnadottir@nordregio.se 
Tel: +46 8 463 54 19, Fax: +46 8 463 54 01

Postal address: Nordregio, Box 1658, SE-11186 Stockholm

	Organization:
	Nordregio - Nordic Centre for Spatial Development

	Position:
	Researcher

	Education:
	MA (Town Planning), University of Newcastle upon Tyne, England 

	Fields of specialization: 
	EIA, SEA, Nordic perspectives in land-use planning and environmental integration.


Work experience: 

Nordregio, Stockholm. Research Fellow, 1999 – present (September 2005) 

Planning Agency, Iceland. EIA Specialist, 1996 – 1999.

University of Newcastle, England. Research Associate. 1996. 

Main area of work 

Conducts research and development project in the area of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). Main existing project includes a 5-yr project on application of SEA in municipal plans in the Nordic countries.
Selected publications 

· Bjarnadóttir, H, Åkerskog, A. Sustainable development and the role of SEA in municipal comprehensive planning in Sweden in Nordic experiences in relation to the implementation of the EU directive 2001/42/EC. Hilding-Rydevik, T. (ed). Nordregio Report 2003:4. 

· Bjarnadóttir, H (ed) (2001). A Comparative Study of Nordic EIA Systems - Similarities and Differences in National Implementation. Nordregio Report 2001:1. 

· Bjarnadóttir, H. (ed.) (2000). Environmental Assessment in the Nordic Countries- Experience and Prospects. Proceedings from the 3rd Nordic EIA/SEA Conference, Karlskrona, Sweden 22 - 23 November 1999. Nordregio Report 2000:3.
· Bjarnadóttir, H (2000). 'Environmental sustainability and natural assets in the BSR' in The BSR Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow - Main Spatial Trends, Hanell et al. Nordregio WP. 
Organisation of seminars and conferences 

· Quality in Environmental Impact Assessment. Seminar in Stockholm, Nordregio. 20 participants. Countries represented: Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden. April 2002.

· Quality in Environmental Assessment. Workshop at the 22nd Annual Meeting of International Association of Impact Assessment, Haag. 50 international participants. June 2002. 

· Västnorden i Norden och Europa – gemensamma frågeställningar och möjligheter till samarbete. Workshop, Nordregio, Tórshavn. 13 participants. Countries represented: Faeroe Islands, Greenland, Iceland and Norway. June 2002. 

· 3rd Nordic EIA/SEA Conference. Karlskrona, November 1999. Main organizer. Appr.120 part. 

· 4th Nordic EIA/SEA Conference. Helsinki, September 2001. Co-organiser. Approx. 120  part. 

· 5th Nordic EIA/SEA Conference. Reykjavík, August 2003. Co-organiser. Approx. 120 part. 

