TRAINING COURSE FOR IAIA’ 06:  Mainstreaming Biodiversity in EIA and SEA for Improved Environmental Decision Making
SECTION 1.  
a.

i)
Dr Asha Rajvanshi 
Senior Reader and Faculty Incharge,

                                  



Environmental Impact Assessment Cell

    


Wildlife Institute of India, 




Chandrabani,




Dehradun - 248 001,



(Uttaranchal), India.




Tel: +91-135-2640990 Ext. 225




ar@wii.gov.in 




Fax: +91-135-2640117
ii)
Dr.V.B. Mathur
Professor and Head,








Department of Protected Area Network, 



Wildlife Management and Conservation Education



Wildlife Institute of India



Chandrabani,



Dehradun ‑ 248 001

            (Uttaranchal), India. 



Tel: +91-135-2640990 Ext. 202



 vbm@wii.gov.in


Fax: +91-135-2640117
(iii) Dr. Jo Treweek          Technical Programme Manager


IAIA-CBBIA Programme,




        Chancery Cottage, Kentisbeare,

 


        Cullompton, Devon UK

                                                      Tel +44 (0)1884 266525



jo@treweek.fsnet.co.uk
b. 
Title of the course: 
Mainstreaming Biodiversity in EIA and SEA for Improved Environmental Decision Making

c. 
Whether the activity is a course or a workshop:  Course cum workshop

d. 
Language of offering: English

e.
Number of days:  2 days.
f.
Minimum and maximum number of participants: 15 to 25
SECTION  2.
  Description of the course 

a. Purpose, general content, and approach of the course

Experience from countries across the globe demonstrates the continuing decline in biodiversity associated with development in most major sectors. Losses of habitat, invasion by alien species, restriction in movement and migration of species and displacement and isolation of species are some of the most pervasive threats. 

“The most important lesson of the last ten years is that the objectives of the Convention (on Biological Diversity) will be impossible to meet until consideration of biodiversity is fully integrated into other sectors. The need to mainstream the conservation and sustainable use of biological resources across all sectors of the national economy, the society and the policy-making framework is a complex challenge at the heart of the Convention.”(Hague Ministerial Declaration from COP VI to WSSD, 2002) 

The concept of “mainstreaming” has gained in popularity over the past decade and is used ever more widely. It is based on the premise that biodiversity conservation can only be achieved by considering land use beyond the boundaries of protected areas and by considering threats across all development sectors. Mainstreaming is:

· integrating biodiversity conservation requirements and development goals
· Recognising the value of services provided by biodiversity and ensuring that development is compatible with the maintenance of these services
· inserting biodiversity conservation and sustainable use into the mainstream economy

· incorporating biodiversity conservation goals into funded projects with other broad aims.

The Convention on Biological Diversity recognizes strongly advocates Impact Assessment (IA) as an important tool for ensuring that development is consistent with the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. This includes project-level EIA and also strategic environmental assessment (SEA) of policies, plans and programmes.

Impetus to develop SEA has grown in recent years as evidenced by EC directives for promoting biodiversity inclusive  SEA  and  Article 6 of CBD that highlights that ‘Convention on Biological Diversity requires Parties to integrate as far as possible and as appropriate the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans and programmes". Consequently, the application of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is rapidly expanding around the world as a proactive instrument that promotes consideration of environmental issues at the earliest appropriate stage of policy, plan or programme development and facilitates more sustainable solutions and alternatives for enhancing long term biodiversity resource conservation.
Good environmental assessment practices are needed to steer development towards environmentally acceptable pathways by incorporating biodiversity concerns early in project planning and ensuring that opportunities to build biodiversity are taken up. The goal is to implement projects and plans based on sound ecological principles that will sustain important services provided by biodiversity and ensure the continued viability of natural resources. Building capacities to promote good practices in IA and SEA therefore becomes essential for generating quality outputs for facilitating informed decision making. This training course is intended to provide biodiversity specialists with an understanding of impact assessment and impact assessment practitioners with guidance on biodiversity-inclusive impact assessment. 
The course is intended for EIA professionals, researchers, trainers, consultants, planners, EA reviewers and decision- makers with the following objectives:

1. Explain the need to mainstream biodiversity using Impact Assessment (EIA and SEA). 

2. Explain EIA and SEA approaches and procedures, focusing on key ‘insertion points’ for biodiversity.
3. Provide guidance on methods, tools and processes for biodiversity-inclusive IA. 

4. Build capacity of participants to initiate best practices in conducting, supervising and reviewing IAs to ensure integration of biodiversity in impact assessment.

5. Consolidate and evaluate experience in different sectors, by examining lessons learnt from more and less successful case studies.
6. Facilitate sharing and peer-based learning among IA professionals based on their experience and practices.

Capacity building through a training course like this is a well-conceived approach to ensure that biodiversity is mainstreamed into the development and planning process using EIA and SEA as  tools and to help overcome shortfalls in IA practice. 

b. Outline of course program

The following is a broad outline of the course program:

· Introduction to rationale and relevance of integrating biodiversity in IA for improved decision-making.  
· Introduction of SEA as a family of tools to review biodiversity related impacts of policy, plans and programmes. 
· Review benefits of moving from traditional ‘reactive’ project level EIA to proactive strategic assessments for sustainable development and informed decision making.
· Guidance on developing a framework for integrating biodiversity issues in all stages of  EIA and SEA.
· Introduction to tools and techniques for establishing biological/ecological baselines for evaluation of impacts on biodiversity. 

· Ecological and economic criteria for evaluating significance of impacts on biodiversity resources.

· Guidance on mitigation and enhancement options for mitigating impacts of sector specific projects through a range of case studies taken from key sectors including viz. hydropower, roads, pipelines and mining projects and from different countries and regions. 

· Review the progress and performance of  SEA as a tool for mainstreaming biodiversity. (This would be based on information and experience drawn from SEA meeting in Prague).
The training course will consist of a series of sessions with a mix of interactive and didactic approaches for imparting knowledge through the involvement of the participants. The training sessions will have a blend of lectures, group working and role playing and presentation of case studies. This lecture cum workshop mode of delivering the course will help in summarizing key biodiversity issues in EIA and SEA, provide hands on experience, share lessons learnt and  prepare participants for undertaking IA and SEA in their respective countries.

c. List and description of all training or other materials to be received by participants during the course.

The participants would be provided with the following training materials:

1. A CD containing training materials.
2. A CD containing the national EIA case studies prepared under the initiative of the  Biodiversity Support Programmes in which all the three presenters were involved.
3. IAIA’s best practice principles for integrating biodiversity and impact assessment.
4. Guidelines for integrating Biodiversity in SEA prepared by The Netherlands Commission for EIA for  CBD.
5. A compilation of global best practices and guidance for mitigation of impacts of development projects on protected areas and other biodiversity rich areas.
6. Other materials available through the CBBIA programme, including outputs from the Prague Meeting. 
d. Level of experience or interest that participants need to have in order to get the most from the course.

A moderate level of knowledge of EIA concepts and practices, but course content to be tailored to needs based on pre-course questionnaire.
e. Follow-up support to participants 

Follow up support to all participants will be provided through Email exchange and through postings on CBBIA project’s website, biodiversity list server and discussion forum of IAIA and the websites of the organizations that represent the affiliation of the trainers. Depending on the level of sustained interest of the participants to remain networked for serving as a regional or country level resource pool for future initiatives of capacity building and other collaborative efforts, an electronic notice board can be maintained where all participants can post and receive messages on current and future events, availability of recent  training resources and lessons learnt from new initiatives of EIA practices. 

SECTION 3.
 
Dr. Asha Rajvanshi

Dr. Asha has a doctorate in Environmental Science and is on the faculty of the Wildlife Institute of India (WII) since last 20 years. She heads the EIA Cell of the WII and has vast experience of conducting and coordinating EIA studies. She has coordinated several training courses on EIA as part of the Postgraduate Diploma Course in Wildlife Management conducted by WII. She has also organized several EIA training programs at the national level and has been invited to provide inputs in international training programs.  Dr. Asha has served as a member of various advisory committees of Government of India dealing with environmental appraisal of developmental projects. She has also been actively involved in several EIA related global initiatives. Dr. Asha is an IAIA member and actively associated with the CBBIA project of IAIA. As an initiative of CBBIA project, Dr. Asha presented the IAIA’05 pre conference training course in Boston, USA.

Dr. V.B. Mathur

Dr. Mathur holds a Masters’ degree in Forestry and a doctorate in Wildlife Ecology from the University of Oxford. As a faculty member of the Wildlife Institute of India, he has been actively involved in conducting training and research in the field of natural resource conservation for the last 20 years. He has worked as a FAO International Training and Protected Area Planning Consultant in Sri Lanka. He has been responsible for the planning, organization and conduct of training programs for various target groups. Dr. Mathur also has vast experience of conducting environmental assessments and developing mitigation plans for safeguarding critical biodiversity resources.  Dr. Mathur is an IAIA member and actively involved in the CBBIA project of IAIA. As an initiative of CBBIA project of IAIA, Dr. Mathur presented the IAIA’05 pre conference training course jointly with Dr. Asha Rajvanshi in Boston, USA. 

Dr. Jo Treweek

Dr. Treweek is an ecologist with special interest in ecological impact assessment, ecological risk assessment and habitat restoration. She is an active IAIA member and also has been a Director on the IAIA Board. She has been spearheading the efforts of mainstreaming biodiversity in EIA at the global level and has authored several publications and books in this subject area. She is currently the Technical Project Manager of IAIA’s Capacity Building in Biodiversity and Impact Assessment (CBBIA) Project and has been providing  significant  professional support in the training initiatives of  the CBBIA Project.
FEED BACK
IAIA PRE-MEETING TRAINING COURSE (2005)

29th-30th May 2005

AT BOSTON
 (names of participants  unknown)
1.
Comments on worthwhile things learned during the course (based on 
individual comments)

· Importance of biodiversity considerations in EIA

· Valuation of costs is a key for good mitigation planning.

· Better understanding of the role of EIA in defining biodiversity values and development option.

· Learnt real life practical examples of how biodiversity issues have been incorporated in EIA

· Excellent cases studies

2.
Rating of  satisfaction from the course ( total no. of feedback forms received -21)
	
	Very dissatisfied
	
	Very satisfied

	Scale
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Number of responses
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	3
	5
	10
	


3.
Things that helped the participants work effectively (based on individual 
comments)
· Collaboration, methodology and experience of course presenters

· High level of visualization in course planning.

· High quality of resource persons and presentations and high degree of interactions.

· Good case studies, very well qualified and experienced professionals
· very participatory methodology

· Informal atmosphere

· Willingness of the presenters to share information

· Great team of organizers and good planning inputs

· Mitigation options presented during the course

4.
Things that kept the participants from being more effective (based on 
individual comments)

· The room was very small
· Lack of economic knowledge and short duration

5.
General comments and suggestions (based on individual comments)

· Very well organized.  I appreciate and I am so glad I attended this course. 

· This course should be made a regular event in future IAIA meeting.

· Include more case studies and extend the course duration.
· Include the trans boundary and regional impacts.

· More hands on activities.
FEED-BACK FORM 

COURSE MODULE – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
(20– 24 DECEMBER, 2004)
For

XXVI POST-GRADUATE DIPLOMA COURSE IN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani Dehradun

Number of course participants-27
In order to help us in the evaluation of this course, kindly tick the answer to each question, which most closely reflects your opinion. You are also welcome to add any additional comments. We thank you for your inputs in evaluation of this course.





Excellent
 Very Good
    Good

Average        Poor

[image: image2.png]Bartlett School of Planning
University College London
22 Gordon Street

London

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Ihave been involved with Dr. Asha Rajvanshi on a professional basis since
August 1996. During this time 1have found her level of expertise in EIA, both in
theory and practice, o be of a high standard. Her work as head of the EIA Cell at
the Wildiife Instirute India has involved the preparation of EIA reports and
Environmental Management Plans for a wide variety of linear infrastructure, river
valley, industry and mining projects. She is also a permanent member of the
government  decision-making panel for granting project proposals “environmental
clearance”. The combination of these activities gives her a unique position in the
field of EIA in India

Her specialism is the assessment and mitigation of wildlife. ecological and
biodiversity impacts, though she has broad experience in the majority of
environmental topics relating to EIA, including in particular Socio-economic issues
and water resource planning,

She has experience designing and teaching EIA Diploma and Masters level courses
in the United Kingdom (University of Aberdeen) and in India (Wildlife Institute of
India and various universities). Her access to case-study material for training
purposes s considerable.

On a personnel level I find Asha excellent to work with, She is keen to share
experiences, independently motivated and assertive when appropriate.

I can therefore strongly recommend Dr Rajvanshi as both a consultant in EIA and
an EIA trainer

Yours faithfully,

Dr Michael Warner

Lecturer and consultant i environmental
planning at University College London




Course contents

Method of delivery of lectures

Interactive learning i.e.

group discussions/seminars/

case studies etc.

Use of additional teaching aids

Such as audio-visual 

programmes

Usefulness of the field trip

Relevance of the course in 

your context

Course Faculty
Please provide ranking as per the ranking categories- 

E = Excellent, VG = Very Good,  G = Good, A = Average, P = Poor

	Core Faculty


	Content/

Inputs
	
	Delivery/

Teaching Methodology
	
	Usefulness
	
	Overall 

Rating

	Dr. Asha Rajvanshi
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	15
	10
	2
	
	
	
	16
	7
	3
	
	
	
	12
	11
	3
	
	
	
	13
	10
	3
	
	


	Dr. V.B. Mathur
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	16
	8
	3
	
	
	
	13
	11
	2
	
	
	
	13
	11
	2
	
	
	
	12
	12
	2
	
	


	Dr.Sushant  chowdhary
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	7
	12
	7
	
	
	
	3
	12
	10
	
	
	
	6
	12
	7
	
	
	
	5
	13
	7
	
	


	Dr. Ruchi Badola
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	10
	13
	3
	
	
	
	7
	15
	3
	
	
	
	10
	13
	2
	
	
	
	8
	14
	3
	
	


Resource Faculty

	Ms. Malvika Onial 
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	4
	15
	3
	1
	
	
	3
	15
	3
	1
	
	
	4
	15
	2
	1
	
	
	3
	16
	2
	1
	


	Dr. Om Kumar 
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	2
	10
	11
	2
	
	
	2
	9
	11
	2
	
	
	2
	10
	11
	1
	
	
	2
	10
	10
	2
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Ihave been involved with Dr. Asha Rajvanshi on a professional basis since
August 1996. During this time 1have found her level of expertise in EIA, both in
theory and practice, o be of a high standard. Her work as head of the EIA Cell at
the Wildiife Instirute India has involved the preparation of EIA reports and
Environmental Management Plans for a wide variety of linear infrastructure, river
valley, industry and mining projects. She is also a permanent member of the
government  decision-making panel for granting project proposals “environmental
clearance”. The combination of these activities gives her a unique position in the
field of EIA in India

Her specialism is the assessment and mitigation of wildlife. ecological and
biodiversity impacts, though she has broad experience in the majority of
environmental topics relating to EIA, including in particular Socio-economic issues
and water resource planning,

She has experience designing and teaching EIA Diploma and Masters level courses
in the United Kingdom (University of Aberdeen) and in India (Wildlife Institute of
India and various universities). Her access to case-study material for training
purposes s considerable.

On a personnel level I find Asha excellent to work with, She is keen to share
experiences, independently motivated and assertive when appropriate.

I can therefore strongly recommend Dr Rajvanshi as both a consultant in EIA and
an EIA trainer

Yours faithfully,

Dr Michael Warner

Lecturer and consultant i environmental
planning at University College London



Accomplishment of 

course objectives

as defined
Academic level of course

Level of expectations met 

from the course

Quality of course material

Duration of the course 

Course administration

Any other comment

FEED-BACK FORM 

TRAINING COURSE ON IMPACTS OF MINING PROJECTS ON BIODIVERSITY

For
Professionals of the Mining Companies

Organized by:

Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun

at

Central Mine Planning & Design Institute (CMPDI), Ranchi

(15 – 17 March, 2004)

Total Number of participants-19

Excellent
 Very Good
    Good

Average        Poor

Course contents

Method of delivery of lectures

Interactive learning i.e.

group discussions/seminars/

case studies etc.

Use of additional teaching aids

Such as audio-visual 

programmes

Relevance of the course in 

your context

Course Faculty
Please provide ranking as per the ranking categories- 

E = Excellent, VG = Very Good,  G = Good, A = Average, P = Poor

	Core Faculty


	Content/

Inputs
	
	Delivery/

Teaching Methodology
	
	Usefulness
	
	Overall 

Rating

	Dr. Asha Rajvanshi
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	14
	4
	1
	
	
	
	17
	2
	
	
	
	
	10
	7
	1
	
	
	
	12
	6
	1
	
	


Resource Faculty

	Dr. S.P. Banerjee
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	7
	8
	2
	
	
	
	10
	7
	1
	
	
	
	8
	8
	2
	
	
	
	8
	7
	3
	
	


	Dr. P. Soni
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	5
	8
	5
	
	
	
	4
	11
	3
	
	
	
	4
	7
	6
	1
	
	
	4
	9
	4
	1
	


	Dr. R.K. Singh
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	4
	12
	4
	
	
	
	3
	11
	6
	
	
	
	3
	8
	8
	1
	
	
	3
	10
	7
	
	







13

7
Accomplishment of 

course objectives

as defined






12

6



1

Academic level of course






10

8



2

Level of expectations met 

from the course






7

12

Quality of course material






16



4

Duration of the course 

14

5

1

Course administration

FEED-BACK FORM 

COURSE MODULE – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
(15 – 20 DECEMBER, 2003)

For

XXV POST-GRADUATE DIPLOMA COURSE IN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani Dehradun

Number of course participants-24





Excellent
 Very Good
    Good

Average      Poor


Course contents


Method of delivery of lectures

Interactive learning i.e.

group discussions/seminars/

case studies etc.

Use of additional teaching aids

Such as audio-visual 

programmes


Usefulness of the field trip

Relevance of the course in 

your context

Course Faculty

E = Excellent, VG = Very Good,  G = Good, A = Average, P = Poor

Numbers in boxes indicate  number of participants providing the grading

	Core Faculty


	Content/

Inputs
	
	Delivery/

Teaching Methodology
	
	Usefulness
	
	Overall 

Rating

	Dr. Asha Rajvanshi
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	22
	2
	
	
	
	
	19
	5
	
	
	
	
	19
	5
	
	
	
	
	21
	3
	
	
	


	Dr. V.B. Mathur
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	17
	7
	
	
	
	
	17
	7
	
	
	
	
	17
	7
	
	
	
	
	17
	7
	
	
	


Resource Faculty

	Dr. Anand Kumar
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	2
	15
	6
	
	
	
	2
	13
	8
	
	
	
	6
	10
	7
	
	
	
	2
	15
	5
	1
	

	Dr. Purnamita Dasgupta
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	3
	10
	8
	2
	
	
	3
	10
	8
	2
	
	
	3
	10
	9
	1
	
	
	3
	9
	9
	2
	

	Dr.Sushant Chowdhary
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	3
	11
	8
	1
	
	
	1
	11
	9
	2
	
	
	2
	11
	10
	
	
	
	1
	13
	8
	1
	







22

1



Accomplishment of 

course objectives

as defined






21

2



1

Academic level of course






20

2



  1


Level of expectations met 

from the course






22

2



Quality of course material

12

1

8

4


Duration of the course 






23

1

Course administration

FEED-BACK

Training Programme on Environmental Impact Assessment 

for the Participants OF 

  Integrated Watershed Development Project

(28th  – 1st  February, 2002)

Organised by 

Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani Dehradun

Total Participants : 14






Excellent
 Very Good      Good
   Average      Poor



Course contents


Method of delivery of lectures


Interactive learning i.e.

group discussions/seminars/

case studies etc.

Use of additional teaching aids

Such as audio-visual 

programmes/

Tab. Works/field trips etc.


Relevance of module in 

your context

About the faculty

`E’ = Excellent
`VG’ = Very Good  `G’ = Good
`A’ = Average
`P’ = Poor

Number in boxes indicate number of participants providing the grading

	Course Faculty
Core Faculty


	Content/

Inputs
	
	Delivery/

Teaching Methodology
	
	Usefulness
	
	Overall 

Rating

	Dr. Asha Rajvanshi
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	7
	5
	2
	
	
	
	5
	7
	2
	
	
	
	2
	7
	5
	
	
	
	3
	8
	3
	
	


	Dr. V.B. Mathur
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	11
	3
	
	
	
	
	5
	9
	
	
	
	
	2
	10
	2
	
	
	
	6
	7
	1
	
	


	Sh. J.B. Pandey
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P
	
	E
	VG
	G
	A
	P

	
	6
	4
	4
	
	
	
	3
	8
	3
	
	
	
	10
	3
	1
	
	
	
	3
	7
	4
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Accomplishment of 

course objectives

as defined


Academic level of course


Level of expectations met 

from the course


Quality of course material


Duration of the course 


Course administration

FEED-BACK

COMMENTRIES FROM PAST COURSE PARTICIPANTS

IAIA PRE-MEETING COURSE 2005
Economic evaluation was very interesting and red list approach case study was useful.  Excellent experience, well done!

(name unknown)
Very detailed course with sound case studies 

(name unknown).

ONE WEEK MODULAR COURSE ON EIA FOR POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA COURSE IN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT CONDUCTED AT WII (2004)

An excellent module, a wonderful experience, great teaching methodology. The duration of the course should be extended to 10 days











Padma Mohanti Trainee from India

Personally this is the level of professionalism that I had visualized at WII.  The inputs were excellent.  Before the course, my knowledge of EIA was least.  This course has given me tremendous knowledge and projection.

Rajesh Kr. Gupta, 

Trainee form India

This course will greatly help me in my profession.

Mohd. Zhair Ul Hakue, 

Trainee form Bangladesh

The method of training was really more of adult learning.  Practice of encouraging group work is very useful and informative.  These kind of group exercises can impart good knowledge which one can never forgot.

Ugyen Dorji, 

Trainee form Bhutan

COURSE ON IMPACTS OF MINING PROJECTS ON BIODIVERSITY (2004)

This course has enhanced the knowledge of biodiversity in EIA which was lacking in an engineer. This is an excellent programe for Environmental Engineers and should be followed by an advanced course.











K.S. Reddy,

Andhra Pradesh State Pollution Control Board

Top Management & Line Management People should be imparted this training and decision makers in MOEF, SPCB should also be imparted such training.

Shambhu Jha

Mahanadi Coalfields Limited (MCL, Sambalpur)

ONE WEEK  MODULAR COURSE ON EIA FOR NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGERS (2003)

The course has been interactive, well planned and suitable for adult group and participatory learning.

Namgay Dendup

Trainee from Bhutan

Very well planned course with lot of homework done. Involvement of course coordinator encouraged involvement of participants. More case studies could be possibly included.







Manoj Kumar

Diploma Trainee from India

COURSE  FOR TRAINING OF TRAINERS  FOR IWD PROJECT  ( 2002)

· Training course on EIA organized by WII for the staff of Integrated Watershed Development Project has been excellent in all respects. It met our expectations and is very useful for assessing the performances in the field and to monitor the success of various interventions made by the project.  The Faculty members were excellent in their presentations and approach.  I would like to visit again and again this Institute in future training programmes.

N.K. Upadhya

IWDP Shiwalik, Rishikesh

ONE WEEK  MODULAR COURSE ON EIA FOR NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGERS   (2002)

· Training would be immensely beneficial for us.  All the material provided is very useful.  I personally appreciate the way of teaching of Dr. V.B. Mathur and Dr. Asha Rajvanshi. They have very good  command  over the  subject.  I am very much thankful to both of them.

A.K. Tripathi

Forest Research Institute,

Dehradun
ONE WEEK  MODULAR COURSE ON EIA (2000)

· The module was very well structured, and beautifully presented.  

· The exercises at the end of the day were very interesting and useful and very good for interactive learning.  

· I wish we could have more case studies of EIAs done mainly in and around Protected Areas.

Kumar  Pushkar, IFS

Forest Department of Karnataka

KARNATAKA
-
Course is meticulously planned. If possible, visit to any sites where EIA has been done should be arranged to provide adequate and indepth understanding.

  (Name not given)

· The course is very useful for every country in the world.  Therefore the duration of the course should be twelve days.  This will help the participants to visit at least two or three places which used EIA efforts/supports.

Charles Masunzu

Wildlife Division, Selous Game Reserve

TANZANIA

-
This course is very helpful as far as the conservation of natural resources are considered.

Shantha Weerasinghe

Dept. of Wildlife Conservation,

SRI LANKA

· Thanks to the module co-ordinator for well planned module.

· The field trip to Maldevata lost much relevance as the mining activities have been totally stopped. Some more related site may be chosen for the next courses.

· The study materials and workbook have been nicely planned and it is very much interesting to do the exercises.

· Copies of EIA software may be provided to the participants for their use in future.

Subhankar Sen Gupta

DC F

WEST BENGAL

· It will be more interacting if field visit will be conducted to such a place where operation is going on.

Rafiqul Islam Chowdhury

ACF, Comilla Forest Division
BANGLADESH

· I think EIA was one of the best managed module on P.G. Diploma course.

.

S.K. Agarwal

Kanha Tiger Reserve

MANDALA, (M.P.)

· As an introduction to EIA, this course was an eye opener . The “unknown” is terrifying and that is how it was with me as far as EIA is concerned. Now I am confident of participating in formal and informal discussions on EIA.

· What I found most useful was the workbook and the exercises I think that they were very intelligently construed.

· The reclaimed mine area and the mine itself was an awesome experience!!

Archana Dange

Program Officer,

Centre for Environment Education

Tirupur, COIMBATORE

· The training course was organized excellently within the stipulated period.  If we get more time it would have been more useful. As EIA is a multidisciplinary in nature,  it is good to have more inputs from other disciplines especially on nature resource management.

· The course if conducted as case studies, the methodologies can be familiarized early like  in this course.

· If more study programme were organized it would have been an exposure to the trainees who came from distant places.

K.V. Mohammed Kunhi

Kerala Forest Research Institute

Peechi, KERALA.
· Nicely organized training programme.  It would be better to have more and more interactive session, complete with more field visits.  Short duration of course is a major constraints/drawback.


S. K.r Mamgain

Sr. Programme Officer,WWF

NEW DELHI 
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To,

The Director

Wildlife Institute of India
Chandrabani

Dehradun

Subject: Training course on Environmental Impact Assessment for the staff of
World Bank Assisted Integrated Watershed Management Project at
Wildlife Institute of India from 28.01.2002 to 01.02.2002

Sir,

This to thank you for successfully organizing the “Training Course on
Environmental Impact Assessment for the staff of the World Bank Assisted Integrated
Watershed Development Project (IWDP)” at the Wildlife Institute of India from
28.01.2002 to 01.02.2002. Based on my direct interaction with the participants during the
course and the written feed back on the course received from the course participants, I would
like to compliment your faculty members especially Drs. Asha Rajvanshi and V.B. Mathur
for their high quality inputs. Their professionalism and considerable interest in promoting
efforts of capacity building are amply reflected in excellent resource material prepared by
them for the benefit of the participants covering very comprehensively the diverse topics that
are highly relevant in promoting and sustaining the interest of participants for their
professional advancement. The participants have also expressed great appreciation of
efficient course administration, and of the overall enhancement of their knowledge, skills and
empowerment through the inputs provided in this course.

We shall be looking to your institution in near future for assisting us in our endeavor
of capacity building in this important subject area of biodiversity and impact assessment.

Thanking you,

Yours sincerely,

/ /
'//{' LN 1(,

(Dr. S.S. Grewal)
Associate Director (Trg.)





ASSESSMENT OF TRAINING SKILLS OF TEAM MEMBERS BY INTERNATIONAL EIA EXPERTS



e.
 Level of certainty of the presenters attending IAIA 2005.

All the three course presenters are the EIA professionals who have been identified by the CBBIA-IAIA Steering Committee to  play a key role in taking IAIA’s  Capacity Building for Biodiversity and Impact Assessment’ (CBBIA) Project forward by promoting  good practices in biodiversity and impact assessment and by supporting training and capacity building activities in selected regions and countries.  The course is being planned as an initiative under the CBBIA project and a reassurance can therefore be given that the three presenters should be present at IAIA 2006.
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TO WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN

I'have been involved with Dr. Asha Rajvanshi on a professional basis since
August 1996. During this time 1have found her level of expertise in EIA, both in
theory and practice, o be of a high standard. Her work as head of the EIA Cell at
the Wildlife Institute India has involved the preparation of EIA reports and
Environmental Management Plans for a wide variety of linear infrastructure, river
valley, industry and mining projects. She is also a permanent member of the
povernment  decision-making panel for granting project proposals "environmental
clearance”. The combination of these activities gives her a unique position in the
field of EIA in India.

Her specialism is the assessment and mitigation of wildlife. ecological and
biodiversity impacts, though she has broad experience in the majority of
environmental topics relating o EIA, including in particular socio-ec
and water resource planning.,

She has experience designing and teaching EIA Diploma and Masters level courses
in the United Kingdom (University of Aberdeen) and in India (Wildlife Institute of
India and various universities). Her access to case-study material for training
purposes is considerable.

On a personnel level I find Asha excellent to work with, She is keen to share
experiences, independently motivated and assertive when appropriate.

I can therefore strongly recommend Dr Rajvanshi as both a consultant in EIA and
an EIA trainer

Yours faithfully.
P
Dr Michael Warner

Lecturer and consultant in environmental
planning at University College London







