IAIA'06 TRAINING COURSE: Strategic Environmental Assessment:  strategic approaches to assist decision-making

Note:  see preliminary program for second-day option.
SECTION 1

a. Name: Maria Rosário Partidário, 

Address: Rua Tristão da Cunha, 44, 1400-349 LISBOA, Portugal

e-mail: mp@fct.unl.pt
fax: 351-21-294 8554 (univ.)

b. Title of course: "Strategic Environmental Assessment: strategic approaches to assist decision-making"

c. Type: Advanced Course, with group exercises

d. Language: English

e. Number of days: 2

SECTION 2

a. Narrative description

The overall purpose of the IAIA’06 pre-conference training course on SEA is to address SEA as a decision-making support tool, through strategic thinking approaches. It will introduce the purpose, logic, key functions and activities of what constitutes good practice in SEA to assess the context within which strategic decisions in policy-making, planning and programme development are taken. The emphasis will be on the role of SEA, and how SEA need to be formulated, to influence the information, communication, prioritization, transparency and other fundamental issues in strategic decision-making. 

The course does not intend to provide one solution, or a recipe, for good practice SEA. Instead it will (1) drive participants through key concepts and issues in SEA, (2) review current practices in different countries and respective approaches and (3) focus on the characteristics and requirements of strategic assessments to assist decision-making towards quality in development decisions for sustainability. One of the aspects that distinguish Maria Partidario’s training courses on SEA is the international overview given through comparative presentation of multiple and different existing situations, expressed in different perspectives and approaches to SEA, illustrated with case-studies. This approach will invite participants to understand the key elements and components of SEA that constitute good practice, explore needs adapted to each national, or organizational, decision-making realities, rather than focussing on one methodology or procedure only. Given the need for great adaptiveness of SEA to decision-making processes, course participants are invited to interchange their experiences with respect to national decision-making procedures and respective needs, or current application, with SEA. Course participants will have learned the purpose, logic and key functions and activities in SEA and also assess needs for implementing SEA systems in respective countries in view of facilitating more sustainable decision-making. 

b. Course programme outline

Day 1

Morning

Introduction to course aims and structure

Background, key concepts and overview of international experience

What is and why doing SEA

Evolution, mixture of concepts - Schools and models of SEA 

Background concepts, principles and rules of good practice

SEA and EIA relationship 

The role of SEA in decision-making

Sustainability as a key SEA driver

Lunch 

Afternoon

Group discussion on the potential role of SEA in decision-making

Overview of SEA experience in different parts of the world

SEA legislation, institutions and practice 

SEA in the European Union – the 2001/42 Directive and other approaches to SEA

Key elements and practices in SEA

Methodological approaches to SEA - Illustrations from selected countries

Framework concept in approaching SEA
Day 2

Morning

Group exercise: How to do an SEA (Working groups on a simulated case)

Understanding the problem

Analysing options

Scoping impacts

Stakeholders engagement
Lunch 

Afternoon

SEA framework approach

Preparing the argument

Groups presentation and discussion

Closing

c. List of training material:

Course manual (Maria Partidário author’s edition, available in the IAIA website); handout with slides not included in course manual and other supporting papers. 

d. Level of experience required to participants: medium to high on planning/policy and EIA

e. IAIA Training Discussion Forum (IAIA website) and Follow-up support through e-mail exchange

SECTION 3

a. Instructor, c.v.:

Maria R. Partidario, PhD, professor at the New University of Lisbon, Portugal, long-standing trainer, environmental, planning and sustainability consultant; has trained more than 500 participants throughout the world in 2 to 5 days training courses on SEA, both in the context of IAIA pre-meeting courses and in national contexts (in Europe, Latin America, South East Asia and Africa). 

Maria was co-team leader in the SEA Distance Learning Course for China, led by the World Bank in collaboration with SEPA (China) and IAIA. Over the years several training courses have been designed and conducted by Maria under contract with private, public and governmental institutions in different countries and as pre-meeting courses at IAIA annual conferences since 1998. Maria is the author of a Training Manual on SEA (available at the IAIA website), co-editor of two internationally published key books on SEA (one with Riki Therivel, 1996, the other with Ray Clark, 2000), and has authored and co-authored many book chapters and journal articles on SEA. In Portuguese she authored the Manual on Environmental Planning and co-authored the Manual on EIA, both for the Open University in Portugal. 

Maria was a member of the UNEP Expert Group established to oversee the preparation of the EIA Training Resource Manual, and advised on its 2002 up-date, particularly on the SEA chapter. She developed SEA guidance for land-use planning in Portugal, was an advisor to ELARD, S.A. in developing an SEA model for Lebanon, for UNDP and the Lebanese Ministry of Environment, provided consultancy to the Inter-American Development Bank in developing SEA guidance and to UNDP and the Islamic Republic of Iran Ministry of the Environment in their SEA and sustainability capacity-building programme. She was also appointed for the experts panel that overviewed the preparation of the European Union Manual on Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Trans European Network and was contracted by the Beacon team to assist in the 2005 review of this Manual. Maria was President of the International Association for Impact Assessment in 1997-98, and awarded the IAIA Individual Award in 2002 for contributions made to the advancement of SEA internationally.

Background: First graduation on Environmental Engineering, MSc on Regional and Urban Planning and PhD (Aberdeen University, Scotland) on Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

