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SUMMARY REPORT TO THE STEERING COMMITEE

CBBIA Small Grants Applications

Small Grant proposals were received from 39 applicants as summarized in Appendix A: 15 from Cameroon, 11 from South Africa; 7 from South East Asia and the Middle East; 2 from Central/South America and 4 from other countries in Africa (Ghana, Tanzania and Nigeria). 

These proposals have been reviewed by the PA to ensure that all supporting documentation and references were in place as required and by the TPM to produce a shortlist of applications. This is presented for review by the Steering Committee as Table A.

The TPM recommends approval of all 7 shortlisted projects with a total budget of $48 350, (within the allocated budget of $50,000). The shortlisted projects cover a wide range of themes including EIA and SEA and the role of the Ecosystem Approach.

A number of proposals addressed a common theme of ‘EIA as a tool for regulating activities in and around protected areas for the benefit of biodiversity’. It is recommended that a separate sub-project should be established to take these proposals forward in support of Decision VII/28 of the Convention on Biological Diversity.  These are summarized as Table B. The proposed budget is $45000 to include a fixed fee of $5,000 for a short-term resource person to coordinate the projects under this theme and to summarise the results in a report to the CBD. Two possible candidates have been identified for this role: Dr Graham Tucker and Juan Carlos de Brigard. The former has considerable experience carrying out short term contracts for Flora and Fauna International on biodiversity projects in protected areas. The latter is based in Colombia and is a PhD level ecologist. 

There were two proposals that merited shortlisting, which are recommended for inclusion in relevant regional work programmes as they address key activities in focal regions. These have been incorporated in the draft regional workplans for Southern Africa and Central America.

More detailed comments on individual proposals can be provided on request.

A: CBBIA Small Grants: Shortlisted Applications

	
	Organization
	Principal 

Proposer
	Title of Project
	Amount Sought 
	TPM Remarks/ Recommendation
	SC Decision

	1
	Western Highland Community Forest Network WHICOFON 
	Jaap van der Waarde

Paul Mzeka


	Biodiversity Impact Assessment as Management Tool for Community Forestry in the Bamenda Highlands
	$5,000
	A strong proposal well supported by referees.
	

	2
	University of Malaysia Sabah
	Dr. Bonaventure V. L. Wan
	Strengthening biodiversity in EIA and SEA
	$10,000
	Would provide a useful overview for one of the countries in the S/SE Asia focal region
	

	3
	Independent proposer
	Isayvani Naicker


	Using the ecosystem approach to advance African socio-economic development
	$4,600
	A useful review of the ecosystem approach and its practical applicability, including recommended inputs to ADB guidelines and use of Trans-frontier conservation areas as a case study.
	

	4
	Independent proposer
	Batu Uprety
	Capacity Building for Biodiversity: working with journalists to raise awareness of threats and opportunities for biodiversity through impact assessment
	$4,750
	An interesting proposal that targets a much-neglected and very important group of stakeholders.
	

	5
	UNDP Lebanon
	Alissar Chakar
	Integration of Biodiversity into SEA and the EIA Processes in Lebanon
	$7,000
	Recommend approval to widen the coverage of the project. UNDP Lebanon has been strongly involved in development of SEA in the region.
	

	6
	Center for Env. Economics and Development Research
	Dr. Elijah Ohimain
	Indicators of wetland acidification and their relevance to impact assessment
	$10,000
	In the Niger Delta, EIAs have not adequately addressed issues relating to developments in wetland areas particularly mangroves. Acidification and habitat damage have made developments in these areas unsustainable and in most cases precautionary principles are not applied..

Novel angle on a problem: potential development of a very practical indicator for monitoring. Suggest slightly reduce budget?
	

	7
	Centre for Environmental Economics and Development Research
	Ignace Machello

Dr. Godius Kahyarara
	The role of SEA in Tourism Development with regard to Northern Tourist Circuit of Tanzania
	$7,000
	Demonstrates value of biodiversity in terms of potential tourism revenue and seeks to show how SEA can ensure sustainable use of environmental services in the form of bioderversity, and safeguard development and livelihoods. 
	

	TOTAL 
	$48 350
	
	


B: EIA as a tool for regulating development activities in and around protected areas

	1
	IUCN Nepal
	Sugam Shrestha
	Preparation of Environmental Guidelines for Development Activities in Protected Areas in Nepal
	$10,000
	
	$8,000

	2
	IUCN Lao PDR
	Latsamay Sylavong
	Monitoring of Infrastructure on Biodiversity: Nam Ha national Protected Area Lao PDR
	$8,450
	
	$8,000

	3
	COMINSUD - Bamenda
	Fon Nsoh


	Developing Biodiversity indicators as a tool for regulating development activities in and around protected areas and wetland regions in the North west Province of Cameroon
	Approx:

$10,000
	
	$8,000

	4
	Independent
	Mauricio Castro
	A procedure to evaluate impacts produced by the development of infrastructure in and around Protected Areas in Costa Rica
	$10,000
	
	$8,000

	5
	Ghana EPA
	J Allotey
	Development of Environmental Assessment (EA) guidelines for identified sensitive areas in Ghana’s EA Legislative Instrument (LI 1652), 1999.
	$10,000
	
	$8,000

	TOTAL requested for in-country activities
	38,450
	RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION
	40,000

	
	
	Co-ordination, overview and summary report
	5,000

	
	
	
	45,000
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